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That We May Be One:  

Jesus’ Prayer for His Church 

I still hear stories of how in the not-too
-distant past children were forbidden 
from attending the “other” churches in 
Pemberville. Presbyterians, United 
Methodist and Lutherans alike shared 
in this sin. Yep: sin.  

By contrast, it is Jesus’ desire for his 
followers that we be united, “one.” 

Years ago one of my teachers          
introduced me to the stunning prayer 
in John, chapter 17. It is the prayer 
Jesus prays before his suffering and 
death. In this “high priestly prayer,” 
Jesus prays: I ask not only on behalf of 
these, but also on behalf of those who 
will believe in me through their word, 
that they may all be one. As you, Fa-
ther, are in me and I am in you, may 

they also be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. The 
glory that you have given me I have 
given them, so that they may be one, 
as we are one, I in them and you in 
me, that they may become completely 
one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me (John 17:20
-23, emphasis added). It is Christ’s 
will for us as those who bear his name 
to be “one.” 

We stand at a crucial time in church 
history. Christianity in the northern 
hemisphere is dwindling and in the 
southern hemisphere it is flourishing. 
Denominations are wrestling with 
what it means to be the church in   
mission. And at the center of these  
realities is Jesus’ prayer that his      
followers be one. 

On the one hand, I would like to     
celebrate some great strides we have 
made as a community of Christians in 
Pemberville. Church at Cherry’s has 
been a great chance for us to gather at 
table to discuss important questions of 
faith. I sense a deep desire among 
many for Christians of all backgrounds 
to work together to serve our 

neighbors in need. The Good          
Samaritan Fund and Community Food 
Pantry have long been cooperative 
Christian outreach endeavors. When 
the tornadoes hit Lake Township, 
Christians from the surrounding area 
were quick to respond. 

But I would also like to pose some 
tough questions. Why are we as      
Lutherans still having our own 8 am 
worship service the day of the Com-
munity Worship Service during Fair 
week? Why are we still having our 
own Vacation Bible School and a 
separate community Vacation Bible 
School (the Presbyterian and United 
Methodist Churches)? When does 
“doing our own thing” rub contrary to 
Jesus’ prayer for his church, that we 
may be one in Him? What would it be 
like if we began speaking of the 
Church (singular) in Pemberville 
rather than the churches? I do not have 
easy answers to all these questions, but 
they are worth our reflection and dis-
cussion and prayer. 

I invite you read John 17 this month 
and pray about these things. 

+Pastor Matt 
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August is a month of transitions. Many of us will be trying 
to squeeze what is left out of the summer and school is in 
swing right after the Fair this year. Here is what you can 
expect on the Sundays in August. 

August 1 we will meet Aquila and Priscilla, tentmakers by 
trade. Paul gets his hair cut and hands out healing napkins. 
Some crazy evil spirits are at work. There is even a book 
burning. And yet, The word of the Lord grew mightily and 
prevailed (Acts 19:20). 

Saturday, August 7 the Praise Team, Ps. 98, will lead us in 
worship at 5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

August 8 will feature our own organist, Pastor Ron Diener, 
as preacher and presiding minister. Our study of Acts 
moves us to the city of Ephesus.  

On August 15 we will gather with our fellow Christians in 
Pemberville and the surrounding area for our annual     
Community Worship Service before the Pemberville Fair at 
10 am, with a social hour before worship. Pastor Pete 
Johnston is preaching this year. At 1 pm there is a free party 
at the pool. We will still have 8 am worship that morning 
here at Bethlehem. 

 

August 22 we find St. Paul in hot water and on trial and on 
August 29 we join the Apostles in our next-to-last Sunday 
in our Acts series. Be prepared for the dramatic finale on 
September 5.  

You can prepare to hear the Word each week by reading the 
Scriptures at home before gathering for Sunday worship. 
Next week’s lessons are always printed at the top of the 
“Weekly Bread” newsletter. 
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Aug 2-8 Pastor Matt will be on vacation 
Aug 15 Regular Worship Service, 8 a.m. 
 Community Worship Service, 10 a.m. at 
 Memorial Park. 
Sept. 5  Bible Sunday 
Sept. 8 Wed: Sixth Grade Orientation,  
 Acolyte training 
Sept. 12 Fall Sunday School classes begin 
 Sixth Grade Service of Promise 
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Each Sunday, after the Creed and before we share the 
Peace, we pray the “Prayers of the People” (sometimes also 
called the “Prayers of Intercession”). We lift before God 
the needs of the Church, the world and all who are suffer-
ing. This is a special obligation that we bear as Christians: 
to stand before the throne of grace and pray to God on be-
half of the whole creation.  

The prayers usually include the following categories: the 
church and its leaders; the creation and our role as stewards 
of it; our nation and state; our government leaders and 
those in authority; the local community; those who suffer; 
and the communion of saints. 

Below is an outline I have been using for the last few 
months as I write these Sunday prayers. I thought I would 
share it with you. From time to time I depart from it, since 
the Prayers of the People are always sensitive to local con-
cerns, but I find this broad outline to be helpful in making 
sure we are praying for “the church, the world, and all who 
are in need.” Perhaps it can also be a model for our daily 
prayer as members of the Body of Christ. 

First Petition: For the Church 

1st Sunday: Our congregation, pastor, and Bishops 

2nd Sunday: Our full-communion covenant partners 
(Presbyterians, United Methodists, etc.) 

3rd Sunday: The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
Churches (and their Bishops) 

4th/5th Sunday: Other non-full-communion partners 
(Pentecostals, etc.) 

Second Petition: For the Nations and Creation  
1st Sunday: For areas ravaged by conflict and war, for sol-
diers and innocents 

2nd Sunday: For areas ravaged by drought or famine, for 
peacemakers 

3rd Sunday: For governments and political leaders, espe-
cially new world leaders 

4th/5th Sunday: For the creation, especially areas of natural 
disaster / peril 

Third Petition: For the Local Community 

1st Sunday: For good crops and favorable weather 

2nd Sunday: For unity and goodwill among the people 

3rd Sunday: For local leaders, emergency workers and law 
enforcement 

4th/5th Sunday: For educators and students, the superinten-
dent, school board, etc. 

Fourth Petition: For the Suffering 
1st Sunday: For the poor, the homeless, the hungry and the 
sick 

2nd Sunday: For the dying and those in hospice care, the 
imprisoned and the sick 

3rd Sunday: For victims of abuse and neglect (especially 
children) and the sick 

4th/5th Sunday: For the disabled, those with mental illness 
and the sick 

Fifth Petition: For the Saints 
1st Sunday: For Saints in the Church universal (Apostles, 
martyrs, etc.) 

2nd Sunday: For Saints of the Reformation (Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, etc.) 

3rd Sunday: For modern Saints 

4th/5th Sunday: For the quiet Saints, the “unknown” hum-
ble servants of Christ 

+Pastor Matt 
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Along with the other churches in Pemberville, we are  
offering Financial Peace University early this fall for the  
entire Eastwood Community.  

Financial Peace University is a 13-week course designed to 
help people of all income levels get out of debt, save for the 
future and give generously. More information is available 
online at: http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/. 

There will be two preview dates, Sundays August 22 and 
August 29, from 7-8 p.m., in Bethlehem’s Fellowship Hall. 

 

The first session, which is free, will be Sunday, September 
12, from 7-9 p.m., at Bethlehem. After that class fees must 
be paid in full to continue the sessions. Class dates are : 
September 12—December 5, from 7-9 p.m. 

If you have taken this course and would be willing to serve 
as a facilitator (even if only for a part of the 13-week course) 
or help in any way, please contact Pastor Matt at:  
pastormusteric@gmail.com. 
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TORNADO RELIEF SUPPORT:  Immediately following 
the tornado in Lake Township, $250 was given to St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Stony Ridge and to Zion  
Lutheran Church Latcha through our Benefit Request 
Program. These funds came from our outreach fund. A 
special offering was also taken at our worship services. 
This offering was spilt between St. John’s Stony Ridge, 
Zion Lutheran Latcha, and Calvary Lutheran. Each church 
received $750 to help their members in need. Thanks to 
council for approving our benefit request procedure. This 
is a good example of what it is designed to do. 

COFFEE  HOUR: Our coffee hour is humming along with 
a nice attendance. A special thank you to Barb Sergent 
and Leslie Meyer for coordinating our volunteers to host 
these events.  It is a nice addition to our Sunday morning 
fellowship and a good opportunity to welcome visitors. 

SUPPLY CLOSET: A supply closet has been consoli-
dated and organized in the Fellowship Hall for church 
paper supplies such as plates, napkins, cups, plastic 
ware, etc. This closet will be monitored and supplies  
purchased as needed. Any church group is welcome to 
use the supplies in this closet. However, if you use the 
last of any item, please report this to the church office 
immediately, so that another group is not left without  
supplies. Thank you to Nancy Rife for her help in coordi-
nating this with the BLCW and the time she spent with 
me cleaning out closets and organizing supplies. 

MISSION ACTION CENTER:  This room located across 
from our Fellowship Hall is where we are now collecting 
donations for our BLCW projects, pop tabs for Ronald 
McDonald House, food pantry donations and other items.  
You can also pick up prayer shawls and dishes left from 
funeral dinners in the center. 

PRAYER SHAWLS: Prayer shawls are available in our 
mission action center. Directions on how to sign out a 
shawl are in the binder located on the shelf near the 
shawls. Please feel free to use the shawls to touch any-
one in need of love, support, and prayer. They do not 
have to be a member of our congregation. 

DONATIONS NEEDED: Gift bags and tissue are needed 
for our prayer shawl ministry. Please leave your donation 
in our mission action center. Medium size gift bags of 
neutral design are best. Thank you! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER EVENT VBS: A special 
thank you to Becky Buchman who co-facilitated VBS for 
our 6, 7, and 8th grades in June. Our activities included:  
Making communion bread for worship, a day trip to  
International Services of Hope in Waterville to lend a 
hand in packing cleaning supplies for disaster relief, a 
movie day at the Opera House where we viewed “Joseph 
and the Technicolor Dream Coat,” shopping for our food 
pantry and stocking the shelves, a trip to Perrysburg to 
learn about and walk a prayer labyrinth. 

LYO MISSION TRIP: Seven youth, Stephanie Jacoby 
and myself, attended our mission trip at Camp Frederick 
in Rodgers, Ohio, July 4-9. Our group worked at a  
children’s ministry in Youngstown, a food pantry in 
Youngstown, and built a foot bridge at the camp. The 
group also enjoyed a day of white water rafting, horse-
back riding, and a challenge course and zip line. Thank 
you to everyone who supported our youth through their 
many fundraisers for this trip. 

SENIOR HIGH LYO LEADER NEEDED: I have enjoyed 
leading our Sr. High students this past school year and 
working with them on our mission trip. However, I feel 
that our youth are best served when they have a leader 
who can focus on their age group exclusively, with the 
Christian Life Coordinator as a resource of support to 
partner with the leader. Since I am only one person, it is 
hard to do both! I encourage anyone with a strong faith in 
God and a heart for sharing your faith and yourself with 
our youth to consider applying for the LYO Leader  
position. This position pays approximately $200 a month 
and includes outings such as Christian concerts, service 
projects in our area, some combined events with our  
junior high youth, and usually a mission trip during the 
summer. Fundraising is also a large part of this group’s 
activities to support their goals.  If you are interested, 
please contact the church office, Pastor Matt, or myself.   

EVANGELSIM: Thanks to Renee Farmer for designing 
and placing our ad in the Pemberville Free Fair Book.  
Plans are being made to resume our Snack Pack  
Program through Eastwood Schools and our Sack Lunch 
Program through Toledo Gospel Rescue Mission. If you 
would like to help with these projects or have ideas for 
other ways Bethlehem can reach out and show God’s 
love to our community, please join us at our next  
meeting, Tuesday, August 10, 7:30 p.m. We would love 
to see you at our meeting! 

BIBLE BLESSING SUNDAY:  Sunday, August 29,  
Bibles will be available in the hallway outside the offices 
to sign with your special message of blessing or prayer 
for our upcoming 3rd and 4th Grade classes. These  
Bibles will be given to the students during worship on 
Sunday, September 5. Everyone is invited to encourage 
our youth through this event! 
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For more information, contact Cheryl Sondergeld at the church office 419-287-4182 or at home 419-637-4313 

Support our Softball Team… 
 
All games will be played at Basic Park in Luckey, 
Diamond #2, on Sunday evenings. 
 
Date Time  Playing 
8/1 4:30 p.m. Zion United Methodist 
8/8 5:45 p.m. Zion Lutheran 
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ALLERGIES  

An allergy is when your immune system reacts to a 
foreign substance (allergen). This triggers allergy 
symptoms that can involve your sinuses (congestion 
and runny nose), air passages (coughing, sneezing, 
and wheezing), skin (rashes), or the digestive tract 
(lips swelling and hives). The severity of symptoms 
vary from minor irritation to anaphylaxis which is 
shock and unconsciousness. 

Pollen is a common allergen, as well as animal  
dander, and dust mites. Common food allergies in-
clude peanuts, wheat, eggs and fish.  Insects, such as 
bees and wasps can cause severe allergic reactions. 
Be aware of  allergies to latex and medications.  

If you have an allergic reaction keep a diary for your 
doctor to help find the cause. Skin tests and blood 
tests can help determine your allergy. Your doctor 
may give you allergy medications or allergy shots to 
help your immune system get used to the allergen so 
it no longer triggers symptoms.  Some people carry an 
epinephrine shot with them for severe reactions, and 
wear a medical alert bracelet. Remember to give all 
healthcare givers your allergy list. 

Ways to prevent mold allergies is to put allergy-proof 
covers on pillows and mattresses and replace fabric 
furniture with leather, wood or plastic. Even potted 
plants can produce mold inside your home. Remove 
carpets to limit dust, use your air-conditioner in the 
summer, and don’t rake leaves. For pollen allergies 
watch the pollen counts, which are highest before 10 
a.m. To prevent  pet dander, keep pets out of the  
bedroom.                                                              

God bless...your parish nurse, 

 Judy Diener, R.N. 
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School Kits for Lutheran World Relief 

Items needed: 
�� 3—70 sheet spiral notebooks of ruled paper (approx. 

8x10.5”) totaling 210 sheets of paper 
�� 1—blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 

blades work well) 
�� 1—30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 30 cm. on one 

edge and 12” on the other 
�� 1—pencil sharpener 
�� 6—new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers, secure 

together with a rubber band 
�� 1—eraser approximately 2.5” long 
�� 1—box of 16 or 24 crayons 
�� 12 sheets of construction paper 
 
Please do not add other items or omit items listed. 
All items should be new or in good condition. 
Remove all packaging and pack items in the cloth bag. 
Please do not secure the bag with rubber bands or yarn; 
the Mission Action Committee will do that. 
Look for sales on school supplies at Walmart, K-Mart,  
Target, Meijer, Dollar Tree and drug stores. 
 
Reminder: We are still collecting baby items for the Layette 
project through August. Many thanks! 
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How to make a difference by giving back 
Saturday, Sept. 18, 8:30 a.m. registration 
St. Mark’s Lutheran, 315 S. College, BG 

Offered by: Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
No charge, call 419-354-3597 to register by 9/3 

Learn how charitable giving may decrease your taxes  
and/or supplement your retirement income, ways to leave a  
lasting charitable legacy, and how you can “give back,” including 
volunteering. 
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We will be holding a congregation-wide event on 
Sunday, September 19, at 1 p.m.  Be sure to mark 
your calendar so you don’t miss out on this chance to 
form the vision for Bethlehem with your fellow     
members. More details will be coming in next month's 
newsletter. If you have questions please contact Ken 
Finley or any other member of the Call Committee. 
You are an important part of this vision - make plans 
to be there!  
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An Update from Lutheran World 

Relief 

Baltimore, July 12, 2010 — Six 
months after Haiti’s devastating 7.0 
earthquake, Lutheran World Relief 
(LWR) remains hard at work  
assisting those who are still dealing 
with its aftermath and will be for 
years to come. 

LWR, with a 14-year history in 
Haiti, is focusing the majority of its 
efforts on underserved rural  
populations. Many rural communi-
ties found themselves hosting an 
influx of people who fled the capital 
city of Port-au-Prince after the 
quake, putting a severe strain on 
already limited resources. 

“It’s a tenuous situation,” said Alex 
Wilson, LWR’s deputy regional  
director for Latin America, who  
visited Haiti in June. “Lots of fami-
lies left the city initially, but then 
went back in search of shelter, 
work and educational opportunities. 
However, the situation in Port-au-
Prince remains critical, and many 
have now returned to their commu-
nities of origin a second time.” 

LWR is working with local partners 
to support rural communities 
through cash-for-work programs to 
build soil and water conservation 
structures, distribution of additional 
seeds in preparation for the rainy 
season and training on agricultural 
production, to ensure that people 
have some income and that  
farmers are able to grow sufficient 

food to feed everyone. In addition, 
LWR is supporting the construction 
of latrines and low-cost water filter 
systems to accommodate the  
additional populations that have 
fled to rural areas.   

“We lost one child during the earth-
quake in Port-au-Prince, and we 
didn’t even have time for a funeral,” 
said Monique Orestil, a participant 
in LWR’s program in Maissade, a 
rural community located about a 
four hour drive north of Port-au-
Prince. “I brought my remaining five 
children here, and LWR helped me 
participate in a cash-for-work  
program. It was like God landing in 
Maissade. I left Port-au-Prince 
without anything, but now I can 
work for my family.” 

As a member of the global aid  
consortium ACT Alliance, LWR has 
also supported life-saving meas-
ures in and around Port-au-Prince, 
since the days immediately after 
the earthquake. ACT Alliance 
members have provided food,  
water and sanitation, shelter and 
other services to more than 
341,000 people. 

“We are in a transition period now, 
moving from immediate relief  
efforts into the rehabilitation phase 
so that rural families can  
re-establish their livelihoods,”  
Wilson said. LWR, taking a long-
term approach to rehabilitation and 
recovery, plans to work with earth-
quake-affected communities for five 
years. 

“This was a devastating crisis,”  

Wilson added. “Recovery will take 
a long time.” 

On the domestic side, LWR has 
mobilized its supporters to  
advocate to the U.S. government 
for cancellation of Haiti’s debt, and 
for emergency funding to support 
reconstruction programs. As a  
result of advocacy efforts by many 
organizations and individuals, in 
February the Obama Administra-
tion announced support for cancel-
ing Haiti’s nearly $1 billion debt and 
in April, President Obama signed 
the Debt Relief for Earthquake  
Recovery Act into law. Earlier this 
month, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed a supplemental 
funding bill that includes crucial 
funds for reconstruction and  
agriculture efforts in the country. 
LWR continues working to ensure 
that policy-makers hear the voices 
and understand the needs of  
Haitian civil society. 

Also in the U.S., LWR has  
partnered with Nebraska Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries (NLOM) in an 
unprecedented effort to have  
summer camp participants work to 
assemble 32,000 LWR health kits – 
enough for an entire shipping  
container – to be sent to those in 
need in Haiti. 

“I’m delighted that LWR sought us 
out with the idea,” said Dave 
Coker, executive director of NLOM. 
“And I’m excited for the kids who 
will come to camp this summer. 
The health kit service project will 
help them connect to their faith in 
powerful ways.” 
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The Budget Committee will be meeting in September 
to set the 2011 Budget.   

For all committees and individuals who have  
responsibility for parts of the budget, please have 
your requested budget amounts into the office by 
September 1, 2010.  

Email:  office@bethlehempemberville.org 

Fax:     419-287-3331 
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CIRCLE GATHERINGS AVAILABLE FOR FELLOWSHIP 
AND BIBLE STUDY: 
 Prayer Breakfast and Bible Study  
 Saturday, August 14, 8:30 a.m. 
 At Barb Sergent’s home, 5675 Scotch Ridge Road,  
  Pemberville. 

KNOTTING DATES:  Join the ladies as they tie blankets for 
Lutheran World Relief and local nursing homes on  
Tuesday, August 24, at 9 a.m., in the basement.  

BOARD MEETING:  Tuesday, August 24,  7 p.m., Lounge 

LOOKING AHEAD:  
 Fellowship Gathering 
 Sunday, September 12, 2 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall 
 Program: Bless Thee the Ties That Bind 
 Speaker:  Penny Soboleski 
   Wear your favorite apron to this event. Penny will    
   share her collection of aprons and give us the history 
   of them. 

WE COLLECT:  

· Knit Crosheen  thread (colors, not white) used for  
tying quilts and lap robes; this item can be bought 
at fabric stores 

· Used eyeglasses for Lions Club 

· Used hearing aids for Kenwood Hearing Center in 
BG 

· UPC codes for Bethlehem Lutheran Preschool 
(Campbell’s, Franco-American, Pepperidge Farm, 
Swanson) and lids (V8 and Prego) 

· Cell phones for use as 911 emergency phones for  
Cocoon Shelter; recharger and working battery are 
helpful but not necessary; all personal info is  
removed from the phone before the phone is put 
back in use. 

If you wish to donate these items, place them in the tubs 
and drawers in the Mission room (room 111). More informa-
tion on these projects can be found in the 2010 BLCW 
Handbook under Mission Action Projects. 
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YOUTH 

 

All men of the congregation & community 
are invited to participate in these events.  

Contact: Don Gerke (419-287-3873)  

There will be no men’s bible study this month. 

 

2010 Mackinac Bridge Walk 
Labor Day—September 6, 2010 

Sponsored by Lutheran Men in Mission 

Goal—to raise $5,000 to benefit Luther Home of 
Mercy in Williston, and Filling Home in Napoleon 

Walk five miles and enjoy good Christian fellowship 

Walkers and pledges needed! 
Registration/pledge forms available on the bulletin 

board in the hallway or in the office. 
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THANK YOU... 8 a.m. Service 10:30 a.m. Service 

Acolytes Julia Barbee 
Mackenzie Albright 

Ryan Salazar 
Davis Andrews 

Altar Flowers Gail Gerwin, Luann Snyder 

Altar Guild Linda Beeker, Nancy Rife 

Office Window Cheryl Sondergeld 

Service Org. (Funerals) Donna Beeker, Marilyn Linke 
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Bethlehem’s Church Directory 
is posted online for us to view 
at (bookmark the link in your 
favorites): 

http://om035067.onlineolanmills.com 
Click on the Photo Directory link (above the word “Home” 
in the red line, towards the top of the page). Another page 
will come up asking you for a password.   
Please call or email the office to obtain the password. This 
password is only for our congregation members and 
families. Please do not give it out to others.  
The directory is in alphabetical order by last name. You 
can click on the letter across the top to view information 
posted, including photos. 

On Sunday, August 1,  you have an opportunity to see 
and experience the work of the Holy Spirit among us. Join 
the synod for the ordination of two graduates called to  
parish ministry. Sarah Teichmann, a graduate of Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, has been called to 
serve Zion Lutheran in Latcha . Joseph Lees, a graduate 
of Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, has 
been called to serve St. John Lutheran, Fremont.       
Experience the joy of the whole church as these servants 
of God are    ordained for ministry. Here are the details: 
Synod Ordination Service, St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 
315 S. College Ave., Bowling Green, Ohio, 4 pm, Sunday 
August 1, 2010, Reception to follow. 
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�� Ruth Peters and Jane Menter wish to thank all those 
who donated food and worked in the kitchen for the 
three funerals we had during the months of April, May, 
and June. Many hands make light work. Thank you.  

�� Thank you for allowing us to use the basement once 
again for the Eastwood Safety Village Program. It is 
easy to go on field trips and is like home to both of us. 
~Leslie Shiffler and Pat Cline 

�� A special thank you to our family and friends who  
remembered us with cards, flowers and other acts of 
kindness to make our 50th wedding anniversary a  
perfect day. Bless all of you. ~Dale & Jan Hoodlebrink 

�� We would like to send thanks for the many cards, visits 
and prayers for us over the past month. The visits from 
Pastor Matt at the hospital and at Otterbein have been 
so appreciated. It is comforting to know so many  
people care and are praying for us. Blessing to you. 
~Mary Kohring 

�� Thank you so much for Bethlehem’s generous gift to 
those who suffered recent losses as a result of the tor-
nado on June 5. Words cannot express the kindness, 
caring, generosity and support hat has come from our 
community and communities around us. Have a 
blessed day. ~Zion Lutheran Church 

�� Thanks to all who lent and donated supplies for VBS 
this year. With your help we were able to have a  
spirited and productive week. Thanks also to our many 
volunteers who gave of their time and talents, including 
the following: Brenda Gerwin, Tori Nabors, Erica 
Guyer, Leslie Shiffler, Michaela Bunge, Lena Kruke-
myer, Jodi Stewart, Samantha Shirling, Jena Jacoby, 
Kathy Peiffer, Phyllis Peiffer, Joanne Witker, Leslie 
Guyer, Denise Corns, Eric Corns, Katie Coffield,  
Morgan Corns, Austin Roberts, Jenny Finley, Cheryl 
Sondergeld, Becky Buchman, Laurel Baker, Greg  
Witker, Karen Godfrey, Sharon Nigh, Alyssa Gerwin, 
Nate Gerwin, Michaela Moenter, Josh Marten, Stefany 
Jacoby, Jennifer Schuerman, Megan Hummel, Pastor 
Matt, Tami Rost, Paulette Bresler, Marlene Meyer, 
Becky Schuerman, Teresa Badenhop, Mary Daman, 
Evelyn Gerwin, Sue Gerke, Marilyn Linkey, Barb  
Sergent, Sara Melcher and Kathy Brandt. ~Leslie 
Meyer and Pam Frankfather, VBS Coordinators  

�� Thank you to everyone for the cards, visits and prayers 
during my stay at St. V’s ICU Burn Unit and now at 
home. A special thanks for the visits from Pastor Matt. 
His reading on one of his visits had my confirmation 
verse within it. That meant so much to me. I now real-
ize why memorizing it was so important. I have been 
truly blessed with God’s love and healing. ~Ben Meyer 

�� Thank you to Livestock Unlimited 4H Club from the 
Pemberville / Lucky area and all those who have made 
food and/or cash donations to the Community Food 
Pantry. 

�� That you for reaching out to touch the lives of individu-
als. We deeply appreciate your gift of $225 for the 
Toledo LSS Ministries. ~Nancy Yunker, LSS 

�� Thank you for your generous gift of $826 to Luther 
Home of Mercy. Your thoughtfulness has made a mate-
rial and spiritual difference to our Home. Please know 
that your witness will be remembered in our prayers of 
love and thanksgiving. May God be with you and your 
loved ones, blessing you with peace, comfort, and  
continuing joy in His service. ~Rev. Donald Wukotich 

�� The LHS Foundation gratefully acknowledges your gift 
of $1,096.10 for support of Lutheran Homes Society. 
~Kathleen Lemmerbrock 
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Mary Jo Kohring 
Heritage Inn 

1069 Klotz Road 
Bowling Green, OH 

43402 
 

The Community Food 
Pantry  

is in need of  
non-perishable food items 
including: canned items 

(fruits, vegetables, beans, 
soups, Spaghetti-O type 
meals, etc.); boxed items 

(potatoes, hamburger/
chicken/tuna helpers, 

pasta/rice-a-roni, etc.); ketchup; crackers; laun-
dry detergent, fabric softener; kleenex, toilet pa-
per, paper towels; regular/decaf coffee & tea (no 

flavors).  
Thank you for your continued support of the 

Community Food Pantry. 
Items can be dropped off at the Mission  
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Use this list to send a card or give a greeting… 
August 80+ BIRTHDAYS 

 

 8/01:   Anna Smearsoll 
 8/10: Don Marten 
 8/13: Aileen Marten 
 8/21: Robert Beeker 
 8/31: Jim Alexander 

If your 80+ birthday is not included here, we don’t have 
that information, please call the office. 

��������	
��
�

WHAT ARE THEY 
TEACHING IN  
CATECHISM? 

 

I keep hearing from time to time that the catechism 
students at Bethlehem are not being taught what “we 
used to teach.” As a loooooong time teacher in the 
program over several decades, I would like to give 
you my impression of the Faith Inkubators program 
we are currently using. 

When I was in catechism we spent two years of the 
four studying a book of Bible stories and memorizing 
the parts of Luther’s Small Catechism. We also  
memorized hymns. The second two years were spent 
with the Pastor studying those parts of the catechism. 
At the end of the four years we took a large test  
covering what he thought we had learned. 

Now we have a three year program.  We still study the 
Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism and spend one of 
the years studying the Old and New Testament and 
an overview of the Life of Christ. Each student is  
supposed to memorize the Parts of the Catechism 
with the assistance of their parents.  Each weekly les-
son is based on Bible verses which are the basis for  
discussion.  So far sounds pretty similar doesn’t it? 

In addition to the Sunday morning study, activities are 
planned for fellowship with fellow Confirmands and for 
service projects. These are meant to internalize the 
ideas that are gleaned from our study. To me this is 
an important addition to the program that my class 
never had the opportunity to take advantage of—
practicing  the faith in real situations. 

If any of you wish to “see for yourself”  what we do on 
Sunday mornings or during the added activities, 
please just come to my class on Sundays or go to a 
service project and participate with the students for a 
month.  I think you will find that our students are being 
given the opportunity to learn what a “godly life” 
should look like. 

Please pray for our program:   

1. That the Holy Spirit will guide the planning proc-
ess, 

2. That the Holy Spirit will move people to volunteer 
to help. 

3. That the Holy Spirit will help parents and students 
to grow in faith. 

4. That the Holy Spirit will help students to find ways 
to build up the body of Christ. 

In Christ’s Service,  Paulette Bresler  

Annual Chicken Barbecue 
Otterbein Portage Valley 
20311 Pemberville Road 

Sunday, August 29 
11:30 a.m.—3 p.m. 

 
Menu: Chicken, baked potato, cole slaw, roll, 

butter, beverage. Carry outs available. 
1/2 Chicken Dinner is $8 

1/4 Chicken or sandwich is $6 
Homemade Pies by OPV Auxiliary (extra) 

Chicken prepared by Luckey Am. Legion Post 240 
PLUS:  Tours of the facilities, 

Arts and Crafts Wellness Fair in the auditorium, 
entertainment, held rain or shine! 

��������	

���

�	���
��
 

The After School Youth Club, a joint ministry of the 
Pemberville churches, will begin meeting for the fall 
on Wednesday, September 15, from 5:30-7 p.m.. The 
next meetings will be on October 6 and 20 and  
November 3 and 17. 
 

Bethlehem will be responsible for providing food 
items for the first five meetings, listed above. If you 
can donate items please call Barb Sergent at 419-287-
4377 to find out what is needed. 
 

Thank you for your support! 
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 �
Designated Funds:  Memorial Fund unless marked. B=Building; CI=Capital Improvement; F=Flowers; 

G=General; LRW=Lutheran World Relief; M=Music; R=Radio; W=World Hunger 

LILLIAN DUSING: 
Arlene Layman (R) 
M/M Bob Bruning (R) 
Bob Bosse (R) 
Mary Jo Bish  (LWR) 
M/M Jonathan Barbara (LWR) 
M/M Jan Busdeker (LWR) 
M/M Gregg Henschen (LWR) 
M/M Robert Shammo (LWR) 
Eleanor Rolf (LWR) 
Carolyn Borcherding (LWR) 
Linda Beeker (CI) 
Donna Schuerman (CI) 
Joann Sander (CI) 
M/M Dale Bruning (CI) 
M/M Luther Henline (CI) 
M/M Ray Kohlenberg (CI) 
M/M Vic Schuerman (CI) 
Emily M Johnson 
LaVerne Hagemeyer 
M/M Nelson Busdeker 
M/M Paul Wilma Rolf 
M/M Jim Witker 
M/M Dale Busdeker 
M/M Dave Busdeker 
M/M Dale Layman 
Sharon Krotzer 
M/M Mike Black 

M/M Bill Rapp 
Judy Musson Snyder 
M/M Larry Busdeker 
M/M Jerry Corns 
M/M John Lintner 
M/M Heinz Offerman 
M/M Bill Welling 
Lavada Graening 
M/M Daniel Busdeker family 
M/M Larry Titkemeier 
Evelyn Gerwin 
M/M Carl Lohrbach 
The Kahler Family Bud, 
Cheryl, Linda, Kim 
Ruth Phillips 
Kitty Hahn 
M/M Chet Kruse 
M/M Merlin Hoodlebrink 
M/M Nigel Davies 
Tom Schultz, Jennifer & Scott 
Herbert, Donna Sandwisch & Boys 
Gladys Smith 
M/M Curt Juergens 
Norma Kinker & family 
Nedra Gallier 
M/M Dale Fahle 
M/M John Bresler 
Pastor James & Chris Budke 

M/M John Kahlenberg 
M/M Dick McCleary 
Anna Louise and Janet Witker 
M/M Paul Linda Rolf 
Opal Blausey 
Sandy Leuck 
Doris Rahe 
M/M Ron Andrews 
Mary Kuhlman 
Karen O'Brien 
Helen Bushman 
M/M Roger Burtchin 
M/M Ken Finley & girls 
M/M Kevin Burtchin & Family 
M/M Tom Alexander 
Lucille Stein 
James Busdeker 
Frances Hurrelbrink 
M/M Robert Beeker 
Arvella and Allen Sander (M) 
BOB KOHRING:  
Kuhlman and Beck 
M/M Sam Maluso 
M/M Philip Leidigh 
M/M Melvin Karns 
Carolyn Borcherding  (CI) 
Linda Beeker (CI) 
M/M Ray Kohlenberg (CI) 

M/M Paul (Wilma) Rolf (CI) 
M/M Dale Bruning (CI) 
Wood County Dartball League 
Bethlehem Dartball Team #1 
M/M Tom Alexander (R) 
Doug Wegman (G) 
M/M Jack Eisenhour (M) 
M/M Homer Johnson 
Evelyn Gerwin 
M/M Charles Gottschalk 
M/M Harvey Ehmke 
M/M Robert Beeker 
M/M Richard Kohring 
M/M Vic Schuerman 
Marilyn Hartman 
M/M Richard Beeker 
M/M Luther Henline 
M/M Jim Facer 
M/M Earl Matthews 
M/M Don Oberhouse 
M/M John Bresler 
M/M Tom Rahe 
Lois Brolhost 
M/M Scott Muir 
Doris Rahe 
M/M Dan Magrum 
Joann Sander 
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Bowlus 
M/M Gene Kohring  

Humane Ohio Offers Services 
Tired of dealing with unwanted litters? Humane Ohio, a Toledo 
area non-profit organization, can help!  The group offers low-cost 
spay/neuter prices to all pet owners and free-roaming cat care-
takers in Northwest Ohio and Southeast Michigan, and they offer 
a special, even lower rate to people on federal assistance.  They 
are even offering FREE transportation to/from Humane Ohio for 
pets in areas south of Toledo:  Humane Ohio's transport van will 
pick up the pets from a central location in Wood County, will 
transport the pets to/from their clinic for their spay/neuter sur-
gery, and will return them to Wood County for pet parents to pick 
up.  (Pet parents in counties near Wood are welcome to sched-
ule their pets on these transports too.)  
The organization also runs the Humane Ohio Pet Food Bank and 
makes free pet food available to pet parents in need and to peo-
ple caring for stray cats in Lucas, Wood and Monroe counties.   
If you are in need of low-cost spay/neuter for your owned dog or 
cat, or want more information about the Humane Ohio Pet Food 
Bank or free Wood County transports, please visit 
www.humaneohio.org or call 419-266-5607 (x113 for the pet food 
bank, x309 for the transports). 

From the Financial Secretary... 
As of June 30, we have finished half the year and can 
look at where we are financially. We are behind in our 
general offerings and Sunday school offerings. 
Essentially we are behind by one month’s offerings.  
We have collected $143,792 so behind by $22,415.  
Our total expenditures in the general fund are 
$155,235.00 which is below half of the budgeted  
expenditures. Our benevolence offerings are doing 
fine,  $29,868. We budgeted $53,000. ELCA Benevo-
lence is above half. However, the LeMond fund, 
World Hunger and Global Missions are below  
expectations.  We will not have any of the Joyce 
Taulker funds to add to our benevolence offerings at 
the end of the year. 
For local tornado victims we sent $1,000 to Zion 
(Latcha), $1,000 to St. John’s (Stony  Ridge) and 
$750 to Calvary (Northwood). Snackpac contributions 
total  $3,149.  Thanks for your local support. 
Any help you can give toward reducing the amount 
we are behind in our general budget would be greatly 
appreciated. 
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Update on the Capital Improvements   

As of July 21 the balance due on our Huntington 
commercial loan is $838. The balance that we have 
to borrow won’t be known until we get a final bill from 
the Contractor. Within the next few days, the bill 
should be finalized, gone over by our Capital projects 
committee and be presented to Council for payment 
in August. Below you will find a summary of what has 
been received in the capital account. We are well 
along with the pledges that have come in. A few   
families who made a pledge have not begun making  
payments. If any of those people know they cannot 
make the pledge, please let me know. 
 
Capital Improvement income     $280,606.99 
Pledged income 254,606.99 
Pledges to complete    95,540.00 
 
Costs to date  
Spieker paid $356,505.30 
Total Environmental        12,042.00 
Tom Rahe                            29.80 
Porter Architects           7,384.78 
Bank costs                       2,230.41 
Total To Date                 $378,192.29 

We are very grateful for 
the following furnishings 
that have been gifted to 
the church by memorial 
contributions.  This helps 
complete the final project 
without more expenditure 
to the church. 

Lounge:  Vera Radeloff memorials 
Lounge Window Treatment:  V. Radeloff and   
 F. Bushman memorials 
Fellowship Hall window treatments:  Bob 
 Main Memorial 
Fellowship Hall tables and chairs: Bequest 
 Lois Simmons, member gifts and  
 sale of old furniture 
Clocks in Lounge and Fellowship Hall:  
 Gift from Mary Oberdick in memory of 
 Bob Oberdick 
We have started a Memorial Book in the office. If 
you have contributed a memorial of a physical 
object, over the years, please let the office know 
and we will put this in our book. Thank you. 

 

���������	
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Friday night rally, FREE, 7:15 p.m., two bands, everyone welcome! 
Saturday morning, breakfast, worship, and off-site youth service projects. 

Saturday afternoon, Lunch at Kalahari, hit the waterpark! 
Sunday: Worship and Sunday school 

For registration information visit: salm.wikispaces.com 
Or call: 419-433-4711...M-Th, 8-4 ~ Special rates by mentioning “Daybreak” 
Sponsored by Sandusky Area Lutherans in Mission, a NWO Synod Crosstraining event 
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220 Cedar Street, PO Box 344, Pemberville, OH 43450  
Phone: 419-287-4182  �  Fax: 419-287-3331 

Office hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Web site: BethlehemPemberville.org  

Email: office@bethlehempemberville.org 
Radio: WFRO 99.1 FM, Sundays at 11:30 a.m. 

Sunday morning worship: 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School for all ages: 9:15 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
PO Box 344 
Pemberville, OH 43450 
Issue  08-2010 
 

RETURN Service Requested 
Dated material, do not delay 

������
�������	��	��  
President Dan Barbee (2010) 

Vice President Travis Ford (2010) 

Recording Secretary Faye Schuerman (2011) 

Treasurer Jennifer Schuerman (2010) 

Elders Bob Bosse (2010) and Vic Schuerman (2011) 

Deacons Willie Fisher (2010); Kevin Foos (2010);  
 Ron Nabors (2010); Josh Gerwin (2011); 
 Tim Gerwin (2011); Karen Schultz (2011) 

Youth Deacon Holden Sondergeld (2010) 

Parish Ed Deacons Becky Buchman (2010); Lisa Ruck (2011) 

Trustees Gerald Abke (2010); Wes Biddle (2010) 
 Dave Apger (2011); Doug Wegman (2011) 

Pastor Matt Musteric 

NON-PROFIT 
US POSTAGE PAID 
PEMBERVILLE OH 

PERMIT #1 
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