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By Pastor Tim Philabaum - January,2023
New year. Wow – what
happened to the old year? It
seems each time I come to
January I am able to make
several
resolutions
–
decisions to better my life,
my health, my discipleship.
Many of them seem to
work out, but for some I
continue as the same-oldTim. I’m glad that God is
into new beginnings, and
always, each day, God’s
forgiveness and mercy are
overflowing!
One of the important
weeks of this month is The
Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. Beginning
on January 18 (The
Confession of St. Peter) and
concluding on the 25 (The
Conversion of St. Paul) this
week is designed for us to
keep other Christians in
prayer, working for the day
when the whole Church

will be recognized as one.
We know that in God’s
eyes we are one family,
baptized in one water, fed
on one loaf and one chalice
of wine. But the history of
the Church has not
reflected this unity. So, I

invite you to spend time
during this week praying
for members of other
denominations that you
know, as well as lifting up
ecumenical efforts with

many other denominations
around
the
world.
Someday, at Jesus’ return,
we will all be together!
On this last note, I will be
joining the Bethlehem
crew, headed to Honduras
at the end of January. Of
course, we ask for your
prayers for health and
safety, but also that we-thetravelers
and
we-theresidents see Jesus in one
another. With this trip I
then conclude my first full
year at Bethlehem, and I
am blessed.
The cold snap of winter
may be over for now, and
more may be coming. But
by February 22 we will be
in Lent, moving on to
Easter. Blessings to you in
these days of change and
also
days
of
God’s
faithfulness!

What’s next at Bethlehem?
A few weeks ago our Church Council met with Bishop Daniel, Deacon Sherry, and
Pastor Sarah from the Synod Office. There was much discussion of what has been
happening, and how we might move Bethlehem into the future. Based on this discussion, we agreed on these priorities:
1. Pastor Tim’s call has been changed from “Interim Pastor” to a term call, meaning
that he will be with Bethlehem for 2-3 years. This does take the congregation out
of the call process so that we do the work needed to be done before we call a new
Pastor.
2. The Council and the Transition Team will identify ways to offer forgiveness to
those who have been hurt in Bethlehem’s past. They will also work on stability
and leadership, and identify ways to expand our mission.
3. The Transition Team is charged with addressing the recommendations made by
the Synod leadership after the Listening Post.
Please keep Bethlehem in your prayers as together we listen and discern God’s call
in these years ahead. Please contact our 2023 President, Lisa Kohlenberg, if you
would like to participate in these conversations and actions.
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December Council Highlights
Travis Ford shared a faith story about the opportunity to worship with felons through the prison ministry at his new
job.
Financial reports and trustee report were reviewed. Pastor’s report was reviewed with additions of Christmas Day
community service to be held at Bethlehem at 11 AM and Kyle and Ashley Culp are transferring from Stony Ridge to
Bethlehem.
A suggestion was made to do some kind of send off for the Mission Honduras trip.
Old Business
Scout update: The scouts will be rechartering 35 scouts and may be looking for space due to the number of participants. The cub scouts may have up to 40 members. Scouts will be looking for community service hours with a suggestion of spring landscaping cleanup. There was a question about whether approved funds given for to scouts for religion
materials should be included for Catholic scouts with a decision that they should be included. The church gave each
troop $480. from Thrivent funds and expect more to be coming from the endowment fund before the end of year. A
request for the scouts to provide a report for the church’s annual report. Sunday 2/5 is scouting Sunday with an offer
to allow any scouts who want to participate may help with the service that day.
A motion was made to change Pastor Tim’s title from interim pastor to called pastor for a 2-3 year period by Duane
Peters and seconded by Daniel Smith. Motion carried.
A motion was made to hold the annual meeting on Feb. 12, 2023 by Russ Eby and seconded by Lisa Kohlenberg. Motion carried.
A discussion was held about the bishop’s suggestions from the Dec. 12 meeting. A decision to have the transition team
work on steps recommended through the Listening Post review. A small group should be created to make a list of people to contact about church experience.
2023 council positions were reviewed. A motion to appoint Travis Ford to a deacon position was made by Russ Eby and
seconded by Daniel Smith. Motion carried. A motion to appoint Lisa Kohlenberg to the president position was made by
Pastor Tim and seconded by Steve Rife. Motion carried.
Parsonage #2 rental was discussed. Current rent is $1000 per month with utilities included. A discussion was held
about the possibility of moving utility expenses to the renters. A motion to increase rent to $1,100 effective Feb. 1,
2023 and $1,200 effective Aug. 1, 2023 to cover utility expenses was made by Steve Rife and seconded by Pastor Tim.
Motion carried.
The building use and hold harmless forms were reviewed.
The next meeting will be held Jan. 19
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Kohlenberg
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from Bishop Daniel Beaudoin
Nov 29, 2022 Bishop's Writings

And the one who was
seated on the throne
said, “See, I am making
all things new.” – Revelation 21:5a
What the Church Could
Learn from Libraries
Pastor Sarah Schaaf
Transitions in life usher
us into new places or
sometimes old places that
have been made new. My
family is in the process of
moving. When you find
yourself living between
communities you search
for safe places to simply
be. One place my family
has discovered along the
way is Ida Rupp Public
Library in Port Clinton.
If it has been a while
since you have pulled out
your library card, you
should know that over the
past few decades libraries
have gone through a transformation. At Ida Rupp
Library you can still
check out books or read
them digitally, but you
can also check out cake
pans, fishing poles, life
jackets, video games,
board games, and so much
more. You can access the
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internet for free, or you can
play on their digital gaming
table. There are discussion
groups, children’s programs, yoga, movie events,
tech help and community
goods collections.
Gone are the days of being shushed upon arrival.
Libraries have become
community hubs with maker spaces, art exhibits, classes on a wide array of contextual topics, and free access to all kinds of technology. They create spaces
that gather a diverse crowd
of people and their events
spill out into the communities they serve. Some may
question, have libraries watered down their mission?
Have they assimilated to
culture? Have they lost
their way? But, perhaps
they have simply discovered that their mission is
bigger than books. Libraries, at their best, enrich
lives by encouraging people
to learn and grow. In the
last few decades, I think
librarians have discovered
that some will grow
through reading a book,
others through fishing safe-

ly on Lake Erie.
Jeffery Hoover, a library
designer puts it this way,
“In order to get libraries
right in the 21st century,
we need to steer away
from global solutions.
There is no one-size-fitsall approach. Instead, we
must understand what
local communities want
and create a uniquely local facility.”
I believe that the transformation of libraries can
be a guide for our parishes. Parishes that thrive in
the 21st century will do so
by listening to their communities’ longings and
needs,
then
creating
uniquely local spaces to
encounter the grace of
God. I am sure that worship on Sunday morning
will continue, just as libraries continue to lend
books, but what opportunities might we be missing if this is all we offer?
What are we doing to
listen to our communities? How are our ministries uniquely local? Not
every library needs life
jackets, but Port Clinton

PAGE 3

does. What can we do to
celebrate the gifts of our
communities? In what
ways can we innovate and
tinker with new ideas,
while still remaining faithful to the mission of Jesus?
I have found that transitions are often a bit uncomfortable, but they are also
healthy. They jump-start
our growth. They invite us
to rediscover who we are.
In this Advent season as
the winter month grow
cold, I invite you to spend
some time exploring your
local library; curl up with a
good book, check out a
board game, maybe experiment with the 3D printer.
Explore how your library is
meeting the needs of their
community in ways that
are faithful to their mission
and then spend some time
dreaming about your own
parish’s
transformation.
Let me know what you
discover, as we anticipate
the coming of one who
makes all things new.
Pastor Sarah Schaaf
Director of Community
Engagement
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Annual Meeting


February 12th Following Worship

Pemberville Senior Center welcomes
you! Monday-Friday 10a.m.– 2p.m.,
Lunch served at 12p.m. You can also call
419-287–4109 to be added to home delivery. Varity of activity's card playing,
workout, puzzles, movie days, speakers,
bingo etc. You can find more information
on their website along with the monthly
menu at https://wccoa.net If you don’t live
near Pemberville you can find a location
near you on their website.

Your 2023 Election Results
President
Lisa Kohlenberg

Treasurer
Renee Farmer

Vice President
Luann Snyder

Elders
Willie Fisher
1 open position

Trustees
Duane Peters
3 open positions
Youth Deacon
1 open position

Secretary
Brenda Graham

Deacons
Mackenzie Bradley
Russell Eby
Josh Gerwin
Steve Rife
Andrew Kreais
3 open positions

If you are interested in serving on Council in one of the open positions, please contact the church office!

BY THE NUMBERS
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Happening This Month: December
Jan. & Feb. Mission Action Project

Food Pantry
Needs Your Help

Personal Care Kits—Lutheran World Relief
Include the following items in each Personal Care
Kit: 1 bath towel (approximately 52” x 27”) dark color
recommended, 2 bars of new bath size soap (4-5
oz.), any brand, in its original packaging, 1 adultsized toothbrush, in its original packaging*, 1 sturdy
comb, wide tooth, remove packaging, 1 metal nail
clipper, remove packaging

Please help the Food
Pantry stock these needed
items in January:
• Body wash (men’s or
women’s)
• Laundry detergent
• Paper towels
• Juices (plastic bottles)

*Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an
individual toothbrush in a business envelope, no
plastic bags or wrap.
Do not add other items or leave out any of the
items listed. All items should be new and in good
condition.
Wrap all the items in the towel and tie securely with
ribbons or yarn. Do not enclose the kit or any of its
contents in
plastic bags.

FOR HEALING AND HOPE
Diane Swartz, Lisa Ruck, Jill Kingery, Judy Haas
FOR THE GRIEVING
Brenda Graham and her family for the lost of her father.

FOR OUR BISHOPS
Elizabeth Eaton and Daniel Beaudoin

FOR OUR MISSION PARTNERS

Sociedad Amigos de los Ninos Honduras,
Missions International (Haiti), Redeemer Church,
Operation Christmas Child

FOR LOCAL MISSIONS

Snack Pack Program, Good Samaritan Fund, Community
Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity,
The Linen Closet, Grace’s Place,
Bethlehem Lutheran Preschool & Extended Care,
WCOAA Senior Care, Cub Scut Pack 344, Scouts BSA
Troops 344 and 9344

FOR ALL YOUTH
FOR OUR MILITARY MEN & WOMEN
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The Food Pantry always
accepts non-perishable food
items such as canned fruits
and vegetables, boxed
potatoes cereal and soups.
They also accept facial
tissues, toilet paper, paper
towels, household cleaners,
laundry detergent, fabric
softener and
basic
personal
items (soap,
deodorant,
toothbrushes,
toothpaste,
shampoo and
conditioner).
Food
for
the pantry can be left in the
Mission Action Room
(111) any time. The bins
are located right inside the
door on a table.
Monetary donations are
always welcomed so that
the pantry can restock items
as needed.
The Food Pantry is
available every Tuesday
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m., as well as the second
and last Saturday of the
month from 8:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. (excluding
holidays & the last
Saturday of October) for
Eastwood
community
residents in need of food.
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Serving this
month in Worship
and Beyond
Acolytes

If interested in learning
how to acolyte, talk to an
Elder at the church!

Altar Flowers

Joanne Bruning
JoLynn Gerwin

Altar Guild

Jennifer Schuerman
Luann Snyder

Office Window

Volunteer Needed

Service Org (Funerals)
Sue Gerke
Cyndi Walters

Help Members
Celebrate Their
80+ Birthday!
Celebrate this joyous
occasion with the members
below by sending a card or
give a greeting!
 1/7 Jean Melcher
 1/8 Marilyn Johnson
 1/12 Lois Hansen
 1/20 Joanne Bruning
 1/21 Ruth Phillips
 1/22 Myra Dierksheide
 1/27 Donna Alexander

If your 80+ birthday is not
included here, please
contact the office at 419287-4182 so we can
update our
records.
AYS
BIRTHD
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Kids Activities

Copyright © 2022 Sermon4kids.Inc
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January
Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

Community Worship
11a.m. @ SonFire

7:00 pm
Yoga

4

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Food Pantry open

Office Closed

8

9

10:15 am
Sunday School/
Adult Bible Study

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

12

13

14

6:30-7:30 pm
Girl Scouts Meeting

11

7:00 pm
Yoga

9a.m.12p.m.
Knotting

6:00- 8 pm
Cub Scouts

7:00 pm
Priscilla Circle

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Food Pantry open

6:15 p.m. Bells
7:30 p.m. Choir

8:00 - 11:00 am
Food Pantry open

6pm Bible Study

11:30 am
Worship broadcast
on 99.1 FM

15

Thursday

6:15 p.m. Bells
7:30 p.m. Choir

10

9:00 am Worship
In-person and on
Facebook/YouTube

Wednesday

16

9:00 am Worship
In-person and on
Facebook/YouTube

17
7:00 pm
Yoga

10:15 am
Sunday School/
Adult Bible Study

18

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Food Pantry open

19
6:00- 8 pm
Girl Scouts

20

21

27

28

7:00 pm
Council Meeting

6pm Bible Study
6:15 p.m. Bells
7:30 p.m. Choir

11:30 am
Worship broadcast
on 99.1 FM

22

23

9:00 am Worship
In-person and on
Facebook/YouTube

24
7:00 pm
Yoga

9a.m.12p.m.
Knotting

25

26

8:00 - 11:00 am
Food Pantry open
6:15 p.m. Bells
7:30 p.m. Choir

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Food Pantry open

10:15 am
Sunday School/
Adult Bible Study

9:00am-3:00pm
Blood Drive

11:30 am
Worship broadcast
on 99.1 FM

29
9:00 am Worship
In-person and on
Facebook/YouTube

30

31
7:00 pm
Yoga

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Food Pantry open

10:15 am
Sunday School/
Adult Bible Study
11:30 am
Worship broadcast
on 99.1 FM
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
PO Box 344
Pemberville, OH 43450
Return service requested
Dated material. Do not delay

Worship
9:00 AM

In person in the sanctuary and
streaming on Facebook and YouTube

11:30

Broadcast on 99.1 FM
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